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Loving Father,Loving Father,  

Help us remember the birth of Jesus so that we may share in the song of the angels,Help us remember the birth of Jesus so that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship by the Three Wise Men. Close thethe gladness of the shepherds, and the worship by the Three Wise Men. Close the
door ofdoor of    hate and open the door ofhate and open the door of    love all over the world.love all over the world.  

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. Deliver usLet kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. Deliver us
from evil by the blessing that Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clearfrom evil by the blessing that Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear
hearts.hearts.  

May the Christmas morning make us joyful to be Thy children, and ChristmasMay the Christmas morning make us joyful to be Thy children, and Christmas
evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, forevening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for  
Jesus' sake, Amen.Jesus' sake, Amen.
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Father, we as your people want to glorify your name this holiday season. For you alone, O Lord, are worthy ofFather, we as your people want to glorify your name this holiday season. For you alone, O Lord, are worthy of

all praise, glory, and honor. So Lord as we approach Christmas day, we are reminded once again of yourall praise, glory, and honor. So Lord as we approach Christmas day, we are reminded once again of your

majesty and gracious disposition toward your people. And we are reminded once again at the sacrifice youmajesty and gracious disposition toward your people. And we are reminded once again at the sacrifice you

made when you came down to tabernacle with us. What an amazing and glorious truth that the infinite Godmade when you came down to tabernacle with us. What an amazing and glorious truth that the infinite God

came to live among his people, and not only so, but also to be sacrificed for the punishment we deserve. Maycame to live among his people, and not only so, but also to be sacrificed for the punishment we deserve. May

we never presume on your kindness and take for granted what you have done; may you alone continue towe never presume on your kindness and take for granted what you have done; may you alone continue to

receive all praise.receive all praise.

We thank you, Father, for the many blessings you bestow on us, for we know that every good and perfect giftWe thank you, Father, for the many blessings you bestow on us, for we know that every good and perfect gift

comes from above, from the Father of lights who does not change (comes from above, from the Father of lights who does not change (James 1:17James 1:17). Our family, friends, job,). Our family, friends, job,

health, and circumstances are ordained by you, and we thank you that you are working all things out for thehealth, and circumstances are ordained by you, and we thank you that you are working all things out for the

good of those who love you. Even if this past year did not go how we wanted it to, we know that, in Christ, wegood of those who love you. Even if this past year did not go how we wanted it to, we know that, in Christ, we

are immeasurably blessed. Help us not to forget that. Help us not to grumble or to complain or feel sorry forare immeasurably blessed. Help us not to forget that. Help us not to grumble or to complain or feel sorry for

ourselves. May we never cease to give you thanks.ourselves. May we never cease to give you thanks.
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Lord, as you know, our culture tries to make Christmas strictly about presents, vacations days, rest, andLord, as you know, our culture tries to make Christmas strictly about presents, vacations days, rest, and

filling our hearts with things that cannot ultimately satisfy. Some of these things are good things. Because offilling our hearts with things that cannot ultimately satisfy. Some of these things are good things. Because of

your common grace, we can and should enjoy them. But we as your people know there is more. We knowyour common grace, we can and should enjoy them. But we as your people know there is more. We know

that these things are only a foreshadow to the main substance, and that substance is Christ. We know that itthat these things are only a foreshadow to the main substance, and that substance is Christ. We know that it

is only the grace of Christ in the gospel that can satisfy the deepest longings of our hearts. Our hearts areis only the grace of Christ in the gospel that can satisfy the deepest longings of our hearts. Our hearts are

restless until they find rest in you, as Augustine says. So help our hearts to rest in you. Help us to look to Jesusrestless until they find rest in you, as Augustine says. So help our hearts to rest in you. Help us to look to Jesus

Christ alone for our sense of satisfaction and not in earthly things. During this Christmas, help us to look toChrist alone for our sense of satisfaction and not in earthly things. During this Christmas, help us to look to

you to accomplish what you alone can do.you to accomplish what you alone can do.

So Lord as we gather to be with family and friends, and as we gather to worship in our churches, will youSo Lord as we gather to be with family and friends, and as we gather to worship in our churches, will you

please be near to us? Will you please bless us with a tangible sense of your presence? We are desperate forplease be near to us? Will you please bless us with a tangible sense of your presence? We are desperate for

more of you, Lord. We are counting on you and cannot enjoy Christmas apart from you.more of you, Lord. We are counting on you and cannot enjoy Christmas apart from you.

Father, help our words and actions to please you. Son, help us to magnify your name and remember you areFather, help our words and actions to please you. Son, help us to magnify your name and remember you are

the reason joy at Christmas time is even possible. And Holy Spirit, please empower us to live godly and holythe reason joy at Christmas time is even possible. And Holy Spirit, please empower us to live godly and holy

lives amongst our family and friends, opening doors for us to share the gospel with those who do not knowlives amongst our family and friends, opening doors for us to share the gospel with those who do not know

you yet. We praise you, Triune God of the Bible. In Jesus' name,you yet. We praise you, Triune God of the Bible. In Jesus' name,    Amen.Amen.
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The Season of Hope and Expectation

Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to
Christ’s second coming at the end of time and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s

birth on Christmas. 

Each week during Advent, we will post on our website the symbolic meaning of  an
Advent candle.  We invite you to visit www.raftingcreekbaptistchurch.org during each
week.

November 27-December 24
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But when the right time came, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, subject to the law. God sent
him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the
law, so that he could adopt us as his very own
children. And because we are his children, God
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” Now
you are no longer a slave but God’s own child.
And since you are his child, God has made you his
heir.

Galatians 4:4-8Galatians 4:4-8

O that you would tear open the heavens and
come down, so that the mountains would
quake at your presence—as when fire kindles
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your
presence! When you did awesome deeds that
we did not expect, you came down, the
mountains quaked at your presence. From ages
past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no
eye has seen any God besides you, who works
for those who wait for him. You meet those
who gladly do right, those who remember you
in your ways... 

Isaiah 64:1-5Isaiah 64:1-5

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is upon me,
for the LORD has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor. He has sent me to comfort
the brokenhearted and to proclaim that
captives will be released and prisoners will be
freed.

Isaiah 61:1-2Isaiah 61:1-2

Continued, next page



7

The day will come, says the LORD, when I will do
for Israel and Judah all the good things I have
promised them. “In those days and at that time I
will raise up a righteous descendant from King
David’s line. He will do what is just and right
throughout the land. In that day Judah will be
saved, and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this
will be its name: ‘The LORD Is Our
Righteousness.'

  Jeremiah 33:14-16Jeremiah 33:14-16

Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my
God always for you because of the grace of God
that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in
every way you have been enriched in him, in
speech and knowledge of every kind—just as
the testimony of Christ has been strengthened
among you—so that you are not lacking in any
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our
Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you
to the end, so that you may be blameless on the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by
him you were called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

  1 corinthians 1:3-91 corinthians 1:3-9

All right then, the Lord himself will give you the
sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She
will give birth to a son and will call him
Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’).

  Isaiah 7:14Isaiah 7:14

Continued, next page
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 At that time, after the anguish of those days, the sun will be darkened, the moon will give no light, the
stars will fall from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then everyone will see the
Son of Man coming on the clouds with great power and glory. And he will send out his angels to gather
his chosen ones from all over the world—from the farthest ends of the earth and heaven. “Now learn a
lesson from the fig tree. When its branches bud and its leaves begin to sprout, you know that summer
is near. In the same way, when you see all these things taking place, you can know that his return is
very near, right at the door. I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass from the scene before all
these things take place. Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear.
“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven
or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. And since you don’t know when that time will come, be on
guard! Stay alert! “The coming of the Son of Man can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a
long trip. When he left home, he gave each of his slaves instructions about the work they were to do,
and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his return. You, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know
when the master of the household will return—in the evening, at midnight, before dawn, or at
daybreak. Don’t let him find you sleeping when he arrives without warning. I say to you what I say to
everyone: Watch for him!”

Mark 13:24-27Mark 13:24-27

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/first-sunday-of-advent-readings-and-prayer.html

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/first-sunday-of-advent-readings-and-prayer.html
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Advent is a "Time for Preparing" our hearts and minds for the birth of Jesus Christ. Indeed, during the
four-week season of remembering and celebrating, I plan to read scripture daily, pray, and fast.

The Advent wreath and candles each week are the symbols I will use as I reflect on meaning of each
candle: Hope, Preparation, Joy, Love, and Adoration. We have to remember that He promised to come
again. This is why we should prepare ourselves because His words are true. He said it--and it will
happen. 

At this time, I spend time with God, basking in His presence. This is a Time to draw closer to God. As
James 4:8 says, we are to draw close to God, and God will draw close to us. It is also a Time of wonder
and much gratitude at what happened on that first Christmas. He came as a baby and lived among us.

But when He comes the second time, He is coming to gather us to go back to our mansion that He has
prepared for us in Heaven. So I want to be ready when He returns. 

Bonnett G. Nash, ChaplainBonnett G. Nash, Chaplain
Public Relations CommitteePublic Relations Committee



"The tradition of Watch Night may be traced to the early 18th century in Moravian churches, when
churchgoers began marking the occasion with a vigil to reflect upon the year past and to contemplate
the one to come. John Wesley adopted the practice for his Methodist followers, who held similar vigils
monthly with the full moon. 

"It was given new significance among African Americans on December 31, 1862, when, according to
tradition, slaves in the Confederate states gathered in churches and private homes on the night before
U.S. Pres. Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation was expected to go into effect, pending his
signing of the document. The soon-to-be-free slaves stayed awake all night and watched the night
turn into a new dawn while waiting for news that the Emancipation Proclamation had been issued,
thus making all the slaves legally free.

"Church services on Watch Night generally begin sometime between 7:00 and 10:00 PM and end at
midnight."
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Watch Night is a time when we wait, watch and celebrate God and the many ways
God sets us free as people who appreciate God’s blessings now and in the
coming year.

https://www.sneucc.org/blogdetail/5763236ps://www.sneucc.org/blogdetail/5763236 and
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Watch-Night.

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Moravian-church
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/vigil
https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Wesley
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Methodism
https://www.britannica.com/science/full-Moon-lunar-phase
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Abraham-Lincoln
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Happy
BIRTHDAY

Jean Alston
Dallas Haynesworth 
Isaac Harris, Jr.
Tylaysha Glover 

Ny'Aisa Alston 
Lacie Holmes 
Gloria Dinkins 

!



Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Get a large oven safe
dutch oven pot heating over high heat.
Season both sides of chuck roast with salt and pepper.
Add vegetable oil to pot and sear roast until browned,
about 3 to 4 minutes each side.
Remove roast from pan and set aside briefly on a plate
or cutting board. Add garlic to pot and saute 60 seconds.
Deglaze pan with red wine and beef broth. Add roast
back to the pot.
Pour Worcetershire sauce over roast and place the
onion chunks, carrots, and potatoes on top of and
around the meat. Place rosemary sprig on top.
Place a lid on the pan and transfer it to the preheated 350
degree oven. Cook 3 hours, or until meat reaches an
internal temperature of 202 degrees F and shreds easily
with a fork. Season vegetables with additional salt and
pepper to taste and serve hot.

INSTRUCTIONS
1 3 to 5 pound beef roast
chuck, round, or brisket
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon black pepper
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
6 cloves minced garlic
1 to 2 cups red wine*
2 cups low sodium beef
broth
1/4 cup Worcestershire
sauce
2 large white onions cut into
2 inch chunks
1 pound baby carrots
1 pound red potatoes cut
into bite-sized chunks
1 sprig fresh rosemary

INGREDIENTS
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https://thestayathomechef.com/pot-roast/

https://thestayathomechef.com/pot-roast


Scientists are uncovering new details in the connection between using certain hair
straightening products, such as chemical relaxers and pressing products, and an
increased risk of cancer in women. Ongoing research previously suggested that hair
straightening chemicals are associated with an increased risk of certain hormone-
related cancers, including breast and ovarian cancers, and now, a new study links
use of hair straightening products with an increased risk of uterine cancer. Black
women may be more affected due to higher use of the products.
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https://www.cnn.com/2022/10/18/health/hair-straightening-products-uterine-cancer-study/index.html

The researchers found a strong association between hair straightening
products and uterine cancer cases but the use of other hair products –
such as dyes and perms or body waves – was not associated with uterine
cancer. 

The study data also showed that the association between
hair straightening products and uterine cancer cases was
most pronounced for Black women, who made up only
7.4% of the study participants, but 59.9% of those who
reported ever using straighteners.

https://www.cnn.com/2022/10/18/health/hair-straightening-products-uterine-cancer-study/index.html
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Meetings and Rehearsals

Deacon Ministry
Thursday, Before 1st Sunday, 6pm
Brotherhood
2nd Saturday, 9am
Children/Youth
Saturdays, Before 2nd & 4th Sunday, 12pm
Inspirational Choir
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 11am
Male Choir
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10am
Minister & Deacon Spouses Ministry
3rd Saturday, 12pm

Pastor's Aide Ministry
2nd Saturday, 11am
Senior Missionary Ministry
2nd Saturday, 12pm
Thursday Night Bible Study
Weekly, 7pm
Young Women's Auxiliary
1st Saturday, 10am
Trustees
2nd Wednesday, 6pm
Winter Months, 4th Sunday, After Church

web: www.raftingcreekbaptistchurch.org   email: prcommittee@raftingcreekbaptistchurch.org   
 facebook: www.facebook.com/raftingcreekbaptistchurch/

Meetings and rehearsals will be held by Zoom or Conference Call until notified otherwise.


