
 

GROWING AS A CHURCH WITH A REDEMPTIVE PURPOSE

M a r c h  2 0 2 3
RAFTING CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH NEWSLETTER

May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace as you trust in him, so that you may

overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13
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Father, in Jesus' name, I thank you that you are instructing me in the way I
should go and that you are guiding me with your eye. I thank you for your
guiding and leading concerning your will, your plan, and your purpose for my
life. I do hear the voice of the Good Shepherd, for I know you and follow you.
You lead me in the paths of righteousness for your name’s sake. 

Thank you, Father, that my path is growing brighter until it reaches the full
light of day. As I follow you, God, I believe my path is becoming clearer each
day. 

Thank you, Father, that Jesus was made onto me wisdom.* Confusion is not a
part of my life. I am not confused about your will for my life. I trust in you and
lean not unto my own understanding. I acknowledge you in all of my ways. You
are directing my path. I believe that as I trust in you completely, you will show
me the path of life. In Jesus' name, I pray. Amen.

 Deacon Bland Wade
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S P I R I T U A L

*But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, 
let him glory in the Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 JKV



HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT YOUR ENCOURAGEMENT AS A GIFT? What have
you experienced when others have encouraged you? Most likely, you experienced
something positive  – a sense of well-being, a can-do attitude, courage, strength to
move forward, and a change in the emotional tone of a tough situation. An encourag-
ing word can change the course of a person's day and even life! Here are a few ways
we are encouraged and can encourage others.

What We Say, Hear, and Read  Are Powerful – Words are powerful. Words can
breathe life or death into the soul. They can build up someone's spirit or tear it
down. Reading the Word of God is a way to build yourself up. You can lean on the
Word!

A Smile Is Inviting – When you smile, it not only changes you, but also it directly
affects those around you and leaves them more encouraged. Each day, give yourself
a smile.

Speak Encouragement Everywhere – Everyone needs encouragement: at home, in
your workplace, in your neighborhood, when you are "out and about," and in church.
It is important to choose to use your words to bring life everywhere you go!

Write it out – A simple card or text message reminding someone that she/he is
valuable can go a long way in brightening that person's day.

Compliment Others – Enter your day with the mindset of what you can give. Ask
yourself, How can I compliment someone I interact with today? How can I make
them feel valued?

Your encouragement is a gift to others. Share it daily!

Committee Chaplain Bonnett Nash
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S P I R I T U A L

Reference: 21 Days of Fasting and Prayer - Here as in Heaven (bible.com)

https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/32425/day/10
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/32425/day/10


Praying

Fasting
Almsgiving

Lenten Season
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PrayerLenten Season
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Heavenly Father,

Adapted from Crosswalk's prayers for Lent.

Thank you for the gift of this season. Thank you for knowing our hearts and
our need for rhythms in our lives and drawing us into a deeper communion
with you throughout Lent. 

May we walk through this season intentionally, removing distractions that
take our gaze away from your glory. May we quiet the noise that pulls us from
adoration of you and puts our attention on lesser things. May we see your
goodness and your glory in new ways throughout this season of Lent. May we
know the depths of your love for us more fully. May we feel the pain you
endured for our sake, Jesus, and may we rejoice that you conquered every
bit of evil when you rose to life again.

Draw us closer to your heart, so that we might know you better and
understand you more completely. May our actions reflect our hearts, and
may we worship you through all that we say and do throughout the coming
weeks. May our praise never cease in this season. May our worship be
unending. May our love for you find new depths. May this season bring new
hope and new healing. May we journey toward the cross prayerfully and
purposefully, even through the pain, doubt, questions, and our searching. In
Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/a-prayer-for-lent.html


This 21-day devotional plan
is designed to encourage and
strengthen you as you devote

this time to walking closer
with the Lord. The plan

consists of short devotions
and a scriptural reading plan

for each day. 
 

21 Days of Fasting and Prayer: 
A Devotional Plan

 DevotionsLenten Season
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21 Days of Fasting and Prayer - Here as in Heaven (bible.com)

https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/32425/day/10


10AM

JOIN US, IN
PERSON, FOR

EASTER
SERVICE

Sunday April 9
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H E A L T H

Five Realistic Ways to Eat Healthfully This Month

We all know drinking water helps in nearly every aspect of wellness, but
drinking the recommended amount of water each day can be tough. The daily
four-to-six cup rule is for generally healthy people, advises the Harvard
Medical School. However, there is no one-size-fits-all answer. Water intake
must be individualized, and you should check with your doctor if you are not
sure about the right amount for you.

Though there are some who sincerely lack certain vitamins and minerals that
can’t be achieved through diet alone, most of the good things our bodies need
come from food — not store-bought supplements. (Always follow your doctor's
recommendations.)

When in doubt, throw some color on your plate — natural color, that is. Bright
greens from crunchy vegetables or vibrant reds from tangy fruit will not only
make your meal Instagram-worthy, but also they’ll give you a healthful boost.

Avoiding typical restaurant or fast-food grease may seem obvious, but
according to Harvard Health Publishing, even more important than that is the
ability to control portion sizes when you pack your own lunch. 

Shopping a supermarket's outside aisles ensures that you’re getting healthful
alternatives to processed foods such as produce, meat, and dairy. When you
move to inward aisles, most, if not all, of the products contain unnecessary
additives and sugar.

Drink H2O!

Choose food
over

supplements

Opt for color

Pack your
lunch

Shop the
perimeter
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H E A L T H

We are exposed to poisons and potentially hazardous chemicals both at work and
at home, sometimes without even realizing any danger exists at all. Recognizing and
understanding these hazards is the best way to keep yourself, your family, and
your...[friends] safe. According to [the] American Association of Poison Control
Centers, every year, America's 55 poison centers receive millions of calls, the
majority of which are about people coming into contact with dangerous or
potentially dangerous substances (OSHA Education Center).

Take a peek under your kitchen sink or in your laundry room. You might see tons of stuff
that could be dangerous. Household cleaning agents, prescription medications, pesticides,
and other items can pose serious hazards to the health and well-being of our families and
even our pets. National Poison Prevention Week raises awareness of these dangers and is
designed to make sure we are mindful of what lurks in our own homes, in our yards, and in
other environments.
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https://www.aapcc.org/Prevention
https://www.oshaeducationcenter.com/articles/national-poison-prevention-week/?cmpcode=&targetid=&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxcX_tv2A_QIVFIXICh26iAwZEAAYASAAEgK0KPD_BwE


M I N I S T R Y

Each Sunday at 9AM in the sanctuary prior
to the 10AM service

SUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOL

JOIN US FOR

' '
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M I N I S T R Y

 Presentation "Take-Aways"

People are at rock bottom because "life is the pits" more times than not: So
much of the negative and destructive is happening day after day after day!  
What are these pits? What do they stand for? They are desolate places; they are
places of destruction; traps of some sort; slimy places; predicaments. 
The psalmist could not get out of the slimy pit by himself. God lifted the
psalmist from the "slimy" pit — from the mud and mire — and gave him a firm
place to stand. God did not abandon the Psalmist; He does not abandon us. 
Things happen so fast — and storms are coming.  We need to make sure we are
anchored in Jesus. 
God makes our footsteps firm. He does more than put us in a place of safety. He
provides security for our present and our future.
Regardless of what is going on in our lives, it is the beauty of the Lord that
makes life wonderful!
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He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a
firm place to stand (Psalm 40:2, NIV).

I waited and waited and waited for God. At last he looked; finally he listened. He lifted me out of the
ditch, pulled me from deep mud. He stood me up on a solid rock to make sure I wouldn’t slip. He
taught me how to sing the latest God-song, a praise-song to our God. More and more people are
seeing this: they enter the mystery, abandoning themselves to God (Psalm 40:1-3, The Message
Bible).

To listen to the scriptural presentation, go to the blog section of our website.

https://www.raftingcreekbaptistchurch.org/blog


M I N I S T R Y
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You may write me down in history
With your bitter, twisted lies,
You may trod me in the very dirt
But still, like dust, I'll rise.

Does my sassiness upset you?
Why are you beset with gloom?
'Cause I walk like I've got oil wells
Pumping in my living room.

Just like moons and like suns,
With the certainty of tides,
Just like hopes springing high,
Still I'll rise.

Did you want to see me broken?
Bowed head and lowered eyes?
Shoulders falling down like teardrops.
Weakened by my soulful cries.

Does my haughtiness offend you?
Don't you take it awful hard
'Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines
Diggin' in my own back yard.

You may shoot me with your words,
You may cut me with your eyes,
You may kill me with your hatefulness,
But still, like air, I'll rise.

Does my sexiness upset you?
Does it come as a surprise
That I dance like I've got diamonds
At the meeting of my thighs?

Out of the huts of history's shame
I rise
Up from a past that's rooted in pain
I rise
I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide,
Welling and swelling I bear in the tide.
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear
I rise
Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear
I rise
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,
I am the dream and the hope of the slave.
I rise
I rise
I rise.

CONNECTIONAL



CONNECTIONAL
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Jimmie Brooks

Albert E. Dennis

Annie Holliday  

Cassandra Mack
 

Stacey Mickens
  

Hattie Wade

Myra C. Wright 
 

Alex Young
 

Kelton Young  
 

Happy Birthday
 



CONNECTIONAL

The SC Baptist Congress of Christian Education
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On Fr iday,
February 24,  2023,
the seniors held
their  Annual  Black
History Program at
the Raft ing Creek
Community Center .

The Speaker for  the occasion was Elder
Barbara Dinkins,  a member of  Abundant
Life Church in Camden,  SC.  She spoke on
the interest ing and informative topic of
Blacks in the Bible.

https://www.sccongress.org/


CONNECTIONAL

SpringSpring
ForwardForward MarchMarch    1212

Wateree Community Actions, Inc.
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https://www.wcai.org/menus/home.html


 Submit Your Recipes

Cooking
 by 

the Creek

CONNECTIONAL

We are publishing a cookbook of
recipes by members of Rafting
Creek Baptist Church. And YOU can
include some of your favorite
recipes in COOKING BY THE CREEK.
Don't miss this opportunity to
showcase some of your favorites.

A recipe form and a sample recipe
are available in the Fellowship Hall. 

Latest Recipe Received

Maggie’s Mushroom Medley
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Hattie Wade
Emma Dinkins-Jackson 
Bonnett Nash

Health & Wellness (Newsletter)
Health & Wellness (Facebook)
Researcher/Chaplain

President
Chief Publisher
Secretary
Web Updater

Wallace Dinkins
Alvenia Drakeford Dinkins
Myra C. Wright
Nancy Dinkins

Public Relations Committee

Deacon Ministry
Thursday, Before 1st Sunday, 6pm
Brotherhood
2nd Saturday, 9am
Children/Youth
Saturdays, Before 2nd & 4th Sunday, 12pm
Inspirational Choir
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 11am
Male Choir
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10am
Minister & Deacon Spouses Ministry
3rd Saturday, 12pm

Pastor's Aide Ministry
2nd Saturday, 11am
Senior Missionary Ministry
2nd Saturday, 12pm
Thursday Night Scriptural Presentations
Weekly, 6pm
Young Women's Auxiliary
1st Saturday, 10am
Trustees
2nd Wednesday, 6pm
Winter Months, 4th Sunday, After Church

Web: www.raftingcreekbaptistchurch.org   Email: prcommittee@raftingcreekbaptistchurch.org   Phone: 803-432-5411
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/raftingcreekbaptistchurch/

Meetings and Rehearsals
Meetings and rehearsals will be held by Zoom or Conference Call until notified otherwise.

R A F T I N G  C R E E K  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H
Growing As A Church With A Redemptive Purpose


