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Loving Lord, we desire all ministries and committees of Rafting Creek Baptist Church
to lift up the name of the Lord Jesus and to glorify our Father in heaven. Lord, bless our
ministries and committees, we pray. May Your Holy Spirit lead and guide all we say
and do. May we be changed more and more into the image of Jesus as we seek to follow
His command, to love as He has loved us, and to grow as a church with a redemptive
purpose.

Lord, protect us from the enemy who would seek to destroy the good work that You
are doing. Build up our ministries and committees in the unity of the Spirit, and may
we be transformed more and more into the likeness of Christ by the renewing of our
hearts, minds, and souls day by day.

Lord,  we pray that we are guided forever by Your will in all the areas of ministry and
committee work. We know that You will provide for all our needs, knowing that You
are the One who has promised to supply all our needs according to Your riches in glory.

Guard us, guide us, and use us as You see fit. We give You all the honor and glory for
what You do through Rafting Creek Baptist Church. In the name of Jesus, we pray,
Amen.
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The Public Relations Committee began in 2018. It stemmed from an idea that was
presented to the Board of Deacons and Pastor. This idea was to develop a church newsletter
with the purpose of outreach to the elder members who were unable to attend church
services because of illnesses, lack of transportation, or for other reasons.

The original name was the Communication Committee. The "ok" was given to Deacon
Wallace E. Dinkins, who began putting the newsletter (Communication Committee)
together. 

After about two months of contacting individuals, Deacon Dinkins set the first meeting for
September 5, 2018 @ 6pm. The meeting was called to order by Deacon Wallace E.
Dinkins. He read from Romans 12 (https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/romans/12).
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 (Continued on page 4.)

https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/romans/12


The first order of business was to organize the committee's founding members. The
members accepted the following offices:
                     Deacon Wallace E. Dinkins             President
                     Alvenia Drakeford Dinkins              Chief Publisher
                     Caleb Kershaw                                 Design Specialist
                     John Earl Perry                                 Production Manager
                     Myra C. Wright                               Secretary
                     Hattie Wade                                    Treasurer

Not long after the first meeting, our pastor, Reverend Mack, envisioned a broader purpose
for the Communication Committee; thus, the name was changed to meet this broader scope:
the Public Relations Committee (PR Committee). 

In March 2020, COVID-19 crippled the world to the point that religious activities were
practically non-existent. It was the task of the PR Committee to devise a means to broadcast
religious services to the Rafting Creek Baptist Church family and friends. Through the grace
of God, the PR Committee had begun working on the "second generation" of its website 

 

 (Continued on page 5.)
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about two months before church closures, followed by the development of the church's first
Facebook Group (Rafting Creek Baptist Church Official Facebook Group). As a result,
Rafting Creek Baptist Church's first live broadcast of Sunday devotions–on the webpage and
on Facebook–was on Sunday, March 22, 2020. The message was titled "Contagion," which
was based on Acts 2:37-47. As months turned into years, the first generation of broadcasting
evolved to a second generation, then to the third generation. 

My role as president of the Public Relations Committee is to be the spiritual liaison between the
committee and ministries of the church in the areas of marketing and broadcasting. As president, I
strive to ensure that all facets of the Public Relations Committee have the tools needed to get done
what is needed, to be a servant to the people, and support Christian values.
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The Public Relations Committee, organized in September 2018 by Deacon Wallace
Dinkins, held its first meeting on September 5, 2018. On October 20, 2018, we were asked,
as a committee, to develop a mission statement for this ministry. We decided that our
mission statement would be “Reaching God’s People, One Person at a Time.” 

When we first organized, we had problems launching a website. With the help and
expertise of Major Christopher D. Jones, stationed in El Paso, Texas, we were led in the
right direction. As a result, Rafting Creek Baptist Church's "generation one" website was
developed on the Wix platform and launched on November 3, 2018.
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I was asked to be the secretary for this committee, and I accepted the position. It has been four
years and, I must say, it has been a challenge for me. I enjoy what I do, knowing that someone
will be able to get the information either by reading the newsletter or by connecting with us on
the website or on Facebook.
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The main goal of the publishing team is to amplify the mission of the church in a way that
increases its "territory." The publishing team "takes hold" of any message the church is
communicating and makes sure it’s done accurately.

As we collaborated, we worked together to strengthen the church's message and image with
a monthly newsletter. The Public Relations Committee communicates with church
members and larger communities by providing accurate information on many fronts.

 (Continued on page 8.)
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 (Continued on page xx)

Christmas Concerts, Anniversaries, Community
Events

Food Distributions, Men's Month by the
Brotherhood Ministry, Angel Tree Ministry

Revival, Summer Sunday School Institute,
Vacation Bible School, Scriptural Presentations

Youth Sunday, Graduations, Academic
Advancements, Recognitions

W O R K  O F  T H E
M I N I S T R I E S

T E A C H I N G S

A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S

N E W S

 (Continued on page 9.)
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As Chief Publisher, my responsibility is to ensure all content fits well into the publication. By being
the "eyes" on every detail, I strive to ensure that the newsletter carries a strong message about Rafting
Creek Baptist Church and its "redemptive purpose."

Let's look at some newsletters that have been published. 

February 2021 and 2022 Black History Month Edition
The 2021 edition included a few profiles of past members of the church.
The 2022 edition included a spotlight on the history of the Trustee
Ministry (1983-2020). 

April 2022 Easter Edition
The focus was The Seven Last Words of Jesus Christ and Resurrection
Sunday.

July 2022 Youth Edition
Each year, we recognize the academic achievements of our youth--our
future leaders.



Home page--where the videos of the Sunday devotions are located.
Who We Are--which includes our history and ministries.
Religious Observances--consisting of the Christian calendar.
Landing Page-- for example, for the Summer Sunday School Institute and Men's Month.
Health Corner-- a source for information about the pandemic, general health, and well-being.
Youth Corner--which has included information about scholarships.
Church Announcements--from revivals to COVID-19 protocols to methods of giving/tithing.
Community Announcements--including information about housing assistance and NAACP news. 
Blog--consisting of written and video-graphic messages from scriptural presentations.
Archives--containing newsletters, Sunday devotions, and anniversary bulletins.

The Public Relations Committee uses www.raftingcreekbaptistchurch.org as a major means
of communicating with members, friends, and others. Website visitors learn more about us
by reviewing the following sections:
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 (Continued on page 11.)



VISUAL CONTENT. The quality and relevance of our visual assets, such as
images and videos, are checked.

WRITTEN CONTENT. We check for any broken links, as well as missing or
incorrect information.

WEB ANALYTICS. Data about our website is reviewed for insights into
viewer behavior. This review helps us understand which pages people view,
how long they view the pages, and how they come to the website (e.g., from
Facebook or from a Google search). 

Our website is on the Wix platform. By using Wix, we can seamlessly tweak our site to
give it the look and feel we want. Our website is updated on a weekly basis; major website
design, which would change the branded look of the site, occurs on an infrequent basis.  To
keep our site relevant and up-to-date, we focus on three aspects of web updating and
maintenance.
.
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The Web Updater continually refreshes website information, graphics, and photographs, as well as
checks links and removes outdated information. Additionally, the Web updater maintains archives of
newsletters, anniversary bulletins, and Sunday devotions.



In April 2021, I joined the Public Relations Committee and assumed the roles of researcher
and chaplain. 

As the chaplain, I open and close our meetings with a prayer. Also, I write a prayer each
month and post it to our official Facebook Group. As a researcher and a member of the
newsletter team, I write the Spotlight column. To do so, I gather information from ministry
and community leaders. 

The Spotlight column focuses primarily on one ministry in each issue of the newsletter.
Letting others know about the work of our ministries starts with providing information
about each ministry's mission or purpose, goals, and names of current officers. Sometimes, a
brief history of the ministry is included, as well as accomplishments.  Occasionally, we
spotlight a community leader or organization (e.g., Rembert Rafting Creek Community
Center).
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Gracious God, Your love is amazing, steady, and unchanging. Your love is relentless,
passionate, and astounding. We thank you for the sacrifice of Jesus, which has redeemed us
and restored us to a right relationship with You. You have called us out of darkness and into
the light of Your love. You have redeemed us and made us whole in order to set us free from
bondage. The challenge You place before each of us is to die to ourselves, surrender our
wills, and serve sacrificially. We confess that we take our gift of redemption for granted.  Set
us free to embrace the values of Your Kingdom, transform our hearts to long for You, and
empower us to live courageously as Your children. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

My role as chaplain entails providing spiritual nourishment to members of the committee and the
congregation; whereas, my role as committee researcher includes finding up-to-date and factually
accurate information that can be used in our newsletter, as well as gathering information from
ministry and community leaders.
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A Prayer for God's Children



On September 5, 2018, I joined a group of extraordinary
people who are committed to doing GOD’S work
through communication. The production/photography
component of the Public Relations Committee is
dedicated to sharing enriched and valuable information
to the church body and the general public through the
use of the internet, event-specific promotional pieces, 
 and a monthly newsletter.
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The Public Relations Committee needed to shift gears quickly when the pandemic came.
We had to come up with different ways of making sure GOD’s word was still reaching His
children during a very uncertain time. It was during a time when the world came to a
standstill, and our lives will be changed forever because of what we now know as COVID-
19. 

Our first generation of broadcasting was a cellular phone; then, we moved to our second
generation of broadcasting, which was an Apple IPad. Our current generation includes the
addition of high-definition cameras. All these resources ensure that you were able to worship
virtually every Sunday morning by joining our live Facebook worship experience and the
taped service on our YouTube channel later in the day. Church members and our widening
audience of online and in-person worshipers were blessed with a word from the LORD. 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvQe2JKlAtjquRLGoGL7JjQ

 (Continued on page 16.)



My duty as the production manager is to assist with ensuring that our services and programs
are live-streamed in the following manner: in-person, virtual, and hybrid.  Regardless of the
manner used, our live-streamed production setup consists of a camera or video signal,
microphone or audio signal, video capture or conversion, encoding, and internet
connection. Most important is the internet connection--which is generally described as
weak--at best-- in our area. However, we are always looking for ways to improve live-
streaming quality. Production also includes the dissemination of hard-copy materials
(newsletter and flyers), which are printed onsite, and meet our standards. 

I also serve as the photographer from time to time. Serving as the church's photographer
brings me great joy; because, I have the opportunity to take pictures of amazing events our
ministries offer, such as Vacation Bible School, the church anniversary, and much more. It
has been a great pleasure to serve with a great group of people who ensure our
communication at Rafting Creek Baptist is number one. Pray for our strength and that
GOD continues to lead us in the right direction. Be blessed.

My roles encompass live-streaming productions, production of print materials that meet our
standards, and photographing on-site events and services. 
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https://support.video.ibm.com/hc/en-us/articles/207852167-Basics-of-streaming-video-production#video


Health Observances

Health Through Awareness

Share Facts About COVID-19

Motivational Quotes About Health

WebMD's Top 10 Health Tips for Men

10 Tips to Being Physically Active

Blacks' Health and Awareness

5 Health Tips: Being Active  & Connected

The Health column is a mainstay in the Rafting Creek Baptist Church Newsletter. Each month,
we feature a current health issue or long-term issues that affect overall, physical, or
emotional well-being.  We have covered topics such as the following:
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As the Health and Wellness contributor to the Rafting Creek Baptist Church Newsletter, I
research current, as well as long-term, health and wellness issues. I provide health columns of
up-to-date, accurate, and science-based information that readers can use to develop and
maintain healthful behaviors throughout the life cycle.



Enlarged lymph nodes
Fever, chills, and headache
Itching
Raised dots on your skin and redness in that area
Stabbing or shooting pain
Tingling or burning feeling in or under your skin
Upset stomach

What Is Shingles?
You can think of shingles as a one-two punch of infections. Anyone who gets it had a case of chickenpox
first, often decades earlier. These two conditions come from the same virus, called varicella zoster.

What Are the Symptoms of Shingles?
The early signs of shingles include the following:
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 (Continued on page19.) 

Call your doctor quickly if you have any of these signs. There’s no cure for shingles.
But treatment can lessen the chance of complications, including pain that lasts after
the rash is gone, called postherpetic neuralgia.

https://www.webmd.com/first-aid/fevers-causes-symptoms-treatments
https://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/why-do-i-have-chills
https://www.webmd.com/migraines-headaches/migraines-headaches-basics
https://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/guide/why-so-itchy
https://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/picture-of-the-skin
https://www.webmd.com/digestive-disorders/digestive-diseases-nausea-vomiting
https://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/shingles/default.htm
https://www.webmd.com/children/what-is-chickenpox
https://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/guide/understanding-shingles-basics
https://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/shingles/understanding-postherpetic-neuralgia-basics


Is Shingles Contagious?
Yes. You can spread the varicella-zoster virus to people who’ve never had chickenpox and haven’t been
vaccinated. You’re contagious until all of the sores have crusted over. Until then, avoid pregnant women
who may not have had chickenpox or the vaccine, people with weak immune systems, and newborns.

Shingles Vaccine
The FDA has the Shingrix vaccine, and it’s considered more than 90% effective. The CDC recommends
two doses of Shingrix for the prevention of shingles and its complications in healthy adults 50 or older as
well as those 18 years of age and older who are or will be immunodeficient or immunosuppressed due to
disease or therapy. You can get it even if you’ve had shingles before. You should also get it even if you
already had the earlier Zostavax vaccine, which was removed from the market in 2020.
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The varicella-zoster virus is responsible for outbreaks of a condition called shingles,
mostly in older adults. The virus also is the cause of chickenpox, and once infected with
chickenpox, the virus remains dormant in the body for years. It reactivates if the immune
system is weakened, attacking the nerves feeding the skin. The result is a painful rash of
small, blisters in a defined area. The pain and blisters can persist for months and even
years, leading to possible nerve damage and scarring. There is no cure, but there is a
vaccine that may prevent shingles.

 Source: WebMD.com

https://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/picture-of-varicella-zoster-virus-infection-cluster
https://www.webmd.com/baby/default.htm
https://www.webmd.com/vaccines/default.htm
https://www.webmd.com/drugs/2/drug-174302/shingrix+(pf)+intramuscular/details
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Taquishia Sanders
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Sandra D. C. Williams
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Meetings and Rehearsals

Deacon Ministry
Thursday, Before 1st Sunday, 6pm
Brotherhood
2nd Saturday, 9am
Children/Youth
Saturdays, Before 2nd & 4th Sunday, 12pm
Inspirational Choir
Thursdays, Weekly, 6am
Male Choir
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 10am

Minister & Deacon Spouses Ministry
3rd Saturday, 12pm
Pastor's Aide Ministry
2nd Saturday, 11am
Senior Missionary Ministry
2nd Saturday, 12pm
Thursday Night Bible Study
Weekly, 7pm
Young Women's Auxiliary
1st Saturday, 10am
Trustees
2nd Wednesday, 6pm
Winter Months, 4th Sunday, After Church

web: www.raftingcreekbaptistchurch.org   email: prcommittee@raftingcreekbaptistchurch.org   
 facebook: www.facebook.com/raftingcreekbaptistchurch/
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